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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, heroes come in every shape
and form. Some teach in our class-
rooms, some defend our freedoms over-
seas, and on 9/11 our heroes were the
ones who wore the insignia of the fire
and police departments of New York
City on their uniforms.

And again today, our heroes in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina are nu-
merous. Some are doctors and nurses
who have saved lives, others are Na-
tional Guardsmen and women who res-
cued people from rooftops and else-
where. But most are those that you
will not read about in the newspaper:
Americans committing random acts of
kindness when help is needed.

People are opening their homes, do-
nating clothing, and enrolling evacu-
ated children into schools in their com-
munities. In Georgia we have nearly
10,000 children who have been enrolled
in our schools. We have set up shelters,
held telethons, and opened
megacenters to serve as a one-stop-
shop for evacuees, all to help them put
their lives back together.

You name it, and the residents of
Georgia are stepping up to the chal-
lenge and helping out wherever they
can.

Madam Speaker, we will overcome
this tragedy and we will do it one day
at a time and one life at a time. That
is truly the American way and the
American spirit.

——
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THE AMERICAN GOLD STAR
MOTHERS

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Madam
The American Gold Star
Group was incorporated in 1929. On
June 23 of 1936, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt issued a proclama-
tion designating the last Sunday in
September as Gold Star Mothers Day.
To this very day, Madam Speaker, Gold
Star Mothers Day is the last Sunday in
September. Unfortunately, over the
last several years Americans have for-
gotten about that.

So at the request of some of my con-
stituents, I introduced a resolution. It
is being sponsored in the Senate by
Senator ToM COBURN from Oklahoma
encouraging all Americans to recognize
this very important day.

The Gold Star Mothers is a group
that no omne joins voluntarily. You
must have lost a son or a daughter in
combat to become a member of the
Gold Star Mothers Association.

This resolution is important, and we
will vote on it tomorrow. I currently
have over 200 co-sponsors, and I would
encourage other Members to join. The
dedications and triumphs of the Gold
Star Mothers stem from a shared bond.
As they describe it, and I close: ‘“The
success of our organization continues

Speaker,
Mothers

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

because of the bond of mutual love,
sympathy and support of the many
loyal, capable and patriotic mothers
who while sharing their grief and their
pride have channeled their time, ef-
forts and gifts into lessening the pain
of others. We stand tall and proud by
honoring our children, assisting our
veterans, supporting our Nation and
healing with each other.”

———

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FEDERAL
DISASTER RELIEF

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, like so
many of my constituents, I have been
extremely saddened by the devastation
inflicted by Hurricane Katrina. To date
I have supported the $10.5 billion in aid
and voted for several bills to help ease
the strain of this difficult time.

It is understandable that some have
questioned my vote against the $51.8
billion relief supplemental. I believe
taxpayer money should be spent wise-
ly. My concern is that huge sums of
money are being spent with little as-
surance the money is really helping
those in need. Some estimate the Fed-
eral Government will be asked to spend
as much as $200 billion on relief. But
my support depends on tight controls
and accountability measures. That is
why I voted the way I did.

It is also why I have co-sponsored
legislation to create a chief financial
officer for the Federal Government’s
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. With-
out this level of oversight and account-
ability, we will waste precious tax dol-
lars, and every dollar wasted is a dollar
that is not going to assist a displaced
family in need. We also need to exam-
ine what the role of Federal Govern-
ment should be in disaster relief. I will
continue to support measured, com-
monsense solutions, but I will not sup-
port out-of-control Federal spending
without proper oversight. We will not
help the people affected by this storm
by wasting taxpayers’ money.

———
SONGWRITERS CAUCUS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
today I am welcoming many of my con-
stituents who are songwriters to the
Hill to perform for tonight’s Song-
writers Caucus event. While they are
with us today and tomorrow, they are
taking the opportunity to call on Mem-
bers of Congress to remind them that
protecting the intellectual property of
our Nation’s creative community is the
same as protecting the private prop-
erty of our citizens.

These songwriters are on the front-
line in building a knowledge-based
economy in our country that is recog-
nized and acknowledged by other na-
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tions and trading partners around the
world. We salute their commitment to
growing and invigorating the free en-
terprise system and by doing it so
pleasantly, always with a song.
——

THE GOLDEN RULE

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, 1
come today to say to the people of
South Carolina, most especially the
people of Columbia and the midlands,
how much I appreciate the tremendous
outpouring of love and respect they
have given to the victims of Katrina. I
want to say a special thank you to
Mayor Bob Coble of Columbia, busi-
nessman Sam Tannenbaum of Colum-
bia, and the Columbia chamber presi-
dent, Ike McLeese.

These three dynamic gentlemen co-
ordinated an effort in Columbia to re-
ceive evacuees that I would like to call
a practical application of the Golden
Rule. They decided that they would not
put anyone in shelters. Anyone coming
to Columbia would go to a home or to
a private motel room. We have just
been informed that we can expect more
evacuees coming to Columbia tomor-
row morning.

I want to say those who have volun-
teered to man the One Stop Center to
please continue to practice the Golden
Rule.

HONORING AFGHANI WOMEN

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my solidarity with the coura-
geous women of Afghanistan.

This past weekend, Afghani women
once again made history as their coun-
try held their second round of free and
fair elections to select a national par-
liament and provincial assemblies.

Despite threats of retaliation and
retribution, 580 women stood for elec-
tion. These 580 women have risen up to
be leaders of their land, in a country
that just 4 years ago prohibited women
from participating in national life.

Just as significant, many men for the
first time voted to support female can-
didates. While skeptics on the left and
in the media said it could not be done,
this is an unmistakable victory for
forces of democracy in our battle
against tyranny and oppression.

The Afghan election demonstrates
that we have learned the lessons of his-
tory: if women are not allowed to par-
ticipate in the decision-making proc-
ess, if women are deprived of rights to
run for elective office, and if women
are barred from determining their own
future, then those women will suffer
oppression and human rights viola-
tions.
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